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1. (currently amended) In a telecommunications network, a method for 
providing a network-based notification service to , cgjjjm. party during processing of_a 
telephone call of Hhecalling party to a called party, comprising the steps of: 

storing in a database, in the telecommunications networ k calling p jan infornMign 
for subscribers including calling Elan information ass o ciated with the oiianatjng address, 
of the calling p arty ; 

receiving a request for a communications connection from an originating address 
of the calling party to a terminating address of the called party; 

verifying that the originating address o F the calling part v is to ggejyg 
notification service for the received re.q nf.sr- 

retrieving the stored c alling plan information fog- associated with the originating 
address of the calling partv : 

determining a minimum cost period which is at least one of a t ime, of day, a dav or 
a week, and a plurality of da ys for completing the communications connection based on 
the calling plan information for the originating address; and 

while the communications connection is bei n g established wUhin lh& 
telecommunications network and befor e c omn letmi! the motion of the calling early to 
the called party, transmitting from the teleco mmunications network to the calling party an 
audible notification message including the minimum cost period to the calling party from 
the telecommunications network; . . . . 

prompting the callin g partv to ab andon the telephone call after transmitting the 
minimum cost ggriodj 

completing the connec tion of the ca lling partv to the called parry jfjhe telenho™ 
call is not abandon ed by the calline partv: and 

deactivating the transmission of the notifi c ation message after receiving » 
deactivation request . 
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2. (original) The method of claim I. further comprising the step of 
prompting the calling party for transfer to a customer service center. 

* (original) The method of claim I , wherein the step of transmitting further 
comprises the step of displaying the notification message on a display screen. 
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(original) The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of 
displaying the minimum cost period on a web page. 



(original) The method of claim 1. further comprising the step of 
deactivating the transmission of the notification message after a predetermined period of 
time. 



^ (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of 
providing a plurality of minimum cost periods to the calling party, after the calling party 
has made a plurality of telephone calls. 



f -*3. (currently amended) A method within a telecommunication network of 
providing a service for notifying a calling party of a minimum cost period for completing 
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a telephone call, wherein the minimum cos, eenod is onR nf a g nt „ ,„,. 

of week, and a Plurality ofsg^ uentiaj da ys c omprising the steps of: 

- st0li ^ iP 2 rtamhaw in the HrcommunirnhW n. f „ ork hillino r , rg ^ 
associated with the network- ad dregg of thp raMitT r „ y . 

receiving a network address corresponding to a telecommunications device that 
initiated the telephone call; 

verifying that the network a ddress of t he idecnrnmnnir,.^ device i« tn 
notified of the minimum cast period; 

receiving billing rate data for the network address from the network database; 
determining the minimum cost period for completing the telephone call based on 
the billing rate data for the network address during set-up of the telephone call; and 

notifying the calling party of the minimum cost period hv audibly M n i?M cing the 
minimum cos, period and the ability to terminate the cajj prior to completing set-up of the 
telephone call ; and 

deactivating the step of notify ^ the P)1nv „ ft er recc , vin(> a ^, ivatinn 

?K (original) The method of claim & further comprising the step of 
prompting the calling party for transfer to a customer service center. 

(original) The method of claim j* f wherein the step of notifying further 
comprises the step of displaying the minimum cost period on a display screen. 
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#T (original) The method of claim further comprising the step of 
displaying the minimum cost period on a web page. 



